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No. SEPTEMBER, 1906. 9.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE MISSIONARY MIRACLE.*

REV. DELBER TI. ELLIOTT, DENISON, KANS.

Matt. 14, 13-23
;
Mark 6, 30-4G

;
Luke

9, 10-17
;
John 6, 1-15. We have here the

records of Christ feeding the five thou-

sand men with the five barley loaves and

two small fishes. It is the only miracle

of our Lord which lias been recorded by

the four evangelists. Not even the birth,

nor baptism, nor, in fact, any other im-

portant event in connection with the life

of the Master, outside of those which re-

late to the black scenes of the cross, are

recorded by all of the evangelists
;
but here

is a miracle of such unusual import, that

it is chronicled by Matthew, Mark, Luke

and John. The four accounts vary but

little the one from the other. One gives

an occasional point which the others do

not mention; and if we blend the four ac-

counts into one, we have all of the im-

portant details of this remarkable event.

In the study of this miracle, then, we will

not confine ourselves to a single account,

but will make use of the information

contained in the four.

The parable of the sower has been

called the missionary parable, which sets

forth the sower, the seed and the soil.

The miracle of feeding the five thousand

*Sermon preached at Denison, Kans.,

July 1, 1906, and requested by the con-

gregation for publication.

is the missionary miracle which signifies

the feeding of a hungry world with the

bread of eternal life. Men are studying,

the Church is working, and Christians

are praying with a view to the conversion

of the heathen world. All are trying to

solve the problem of the unevangelized

millions. In this miracle we have set be-

fore us the true solution of the missionary

problem. In the study of this solution let

us notice

:

First—The Immensity of the Problem.

Here we shall follow closely the teach-

ing of the miracle. The disciples were

face to face with a great multitude of

people. 'I
1

he number, we are told, was

five thousand men, besides women and

children. That was an immense company

to be ministered to by the twelve disciples.

Those men on their missionary tour had

been talking to the twos and threes; and

now, when they came face to face with

five thousand people, their courage begins

to fail them.

The crowd was getting hungry. Night

was coming on, and they had nothing to

eat. The disciples felt responsible for

making some kind of provision. You can

generally keep a crowd in fairly good

humor as long as their wants are sup-

plied
;
but when they get hungry they

are apt to become unruly. So here were

hungry men who will have to be fed. The

disciples realized the gravity of the situa-
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tion, and the next thing was to dispose

of the hungry multitude. The great dif-

ficulty here lay in the fact that they were

in a desert country. They could have

found very little there to eat at the best;

and hence it seemed very impracticable,

if not impossible, to feed the great com-

pany themselves. So there is the prob-

lem to be solved : A great crowd of hun-

gry people out in the desert without any-

thing to cat.

Now, that is exactly the problem of the

heathen world to-day. The number con-

fronting us is a great multitude, whom
no man can number. We talk about a bil-

lion dollars sometimes; but have you any

idea how much a billion is? If you were

to start to count, at the rate of one every

second, for ten hours a day, and seven

days in the week, it would take nearly

one hundred years to count even a billion.

It would then be a hopeless task to under-

take to count the heathen in the world.

While you are counting one, about three

more would come into existence, and at

that rate, it would take you some time to

catch up. Well, then, if we cannot com-

prehend a billion, how shall we compre-

hend 100,000,000 Greeks, plus 210,000,000

Roman Catholics, plus 200,000,000 Mo-

hammedans, plus 250,000,000 Pagans, plus

700,000,000 other heathen, who are need-

ing the gospel, and for whom we, as dis-

ciples of Christ, are responsible?

That is the multitude which is con-

fronting us, and the people are all hun-

gry; they are hungering for the bread of

eternal life. The great crowd has be-

come unruly, and as long as they go hun-

gry for the gospel, there will be wars and

bloodshed, and persecutions and the black-

est of horrors among them.

These people are away off yonder in

the desert, where they have not the op-

portunity of feeding their hungry souls,

with no churches where they might learn

of a crucified Saviour and worship Him
“in the beauty of holiness”; no schools,

where they might develop their minds and

learn to rise above the beasts of the field

;

and with no teachers fo mark out for

them the plain path, and to lead them in

the way everlasting. They are in a desert

indeed, and their supply is exceedingly

scanty. They have the five loaves and

two fishes, but “what are they among so

many” ? We have two missionaries for the

whole of the Island of Cyprus; seven for

the multitudes of Syria and Asia Minor,

and six for the vast field in the Empire

of China. “This is not sufficient for

them that every one may take a little.”

The Church calls for others to go to these

destitute fields, that souls might be saved

from eternal death. “The harvest truly

is great, but the laborers are few : Pray

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that

He would send forth laborers into Ilis

harvest.”

We have now considered the immensity

of the problem, let us notice:

Second—The Disciples’ Solution of the

Problem.

The disciples looked upon this prob-

lem as being almost too gigantic for them

to undertake its solution
;
so they began to

suggest ways to dispose of the matter.

They offer three different suggestions:

The first was to send them away; the sec-

ond was to buy bread for them; and the

third was to make use of the loaves and

fishes which they had. The last two

seemed hardly possible solutions, so the

first seemed the most plausible of the

three.

(1) They said: “Send the multitude

away, that they may go into the villages

and country round about and lodge, and

get victuals.”

“Tt is no use for us to think of pro-

viding for these people; we are away out

here in the desert; we couldn’t possibly
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find enough to supply them, and then we

are under no special obligation to them,

anyway; we did not ask them to come

here; they might have known that there

would have been nothing here to eat
;
let

them go and provide for themselves.”

That is the way Judas would have dis-

posed of the matter, and evidently some

of the others would have solved it in the

same manner, and so they say, “Send them

away.”

In the same way a great many profess-

ing Christians would solve the question

to-day: “Send them away. We do not

owe the heathen anything; they have

never been any benefit to us, so let them

look out for themselves; when God gets

ready to convert the heathen, He is per-

fectly able to do it without our help.” .

That is what a man said the other day

about Christianizing a nation: “You just

let that matter alone; when God gets

ready to convert this nation, He can do

it without you.” A great argument, isn’t

it? Just as well say, “Let all the saloon-

keepers and burglars come into our homes

that want to; you need not worry your#

self about it; when God gets ready to

drive them out, He will do it without as-

sistance.” Just as well say, “I am not

going to pull any more weeds out of my
garden; when the Lord wants them out.

He can pull them Himself.” That is the

way they talked about Win. Carey, the

Christian cobbler, who proposed to give

the gospel to India. Eev. Sydney Smith

called his proposal “absurdity in hyster-

ics,” and Dr. Ryland, the president of the

Baptist Association, said to him, “Young

man, sit down; when God pleases to con-

vert the heathen, He will do it without

your aid or mine.” That is surely an

easy way of disposing of the problem of

the hungry multitudes

!

God is going to convert the world,

whether we have a part in it or not; He

could do the great work without our help,

but He has greatly honored us, in giving

us a part in the work so grand, and which

will reach unto the four corners of the

earth. God has practically said, “I am
going to evangelize the world, and I will

honor you by giving you an important

part in the work.” We then become work-

ers together with Him.

God has not, however, left it as an

arbitrary matter with ourselves. It is

taught by command and example that we

are to take part in the work. By the

command of Christ, when He said, “Go

ye therefore and teach all nations,” and

by the examples of the prophets and

apostles and early Christians and of Christ

Himself. If we then lift not our hand

to help our heathen brothers, God will

call us to account for it as truly as He
did Cain, who slew his brother in the field.

If a man will not pray for the conversion

of the world, he is saying, “Send them

away.” When a Christian refuses to go

down into his pocket and contribute his

share of the means, he is saying, “Send

them away,” and when he refuses to do

anything for the moral uplift of his un-

Christian neighbors at home, he is saying,

“Send them away.”

(2) The second suggestion of the dis-

ciples was to buy bread.

This was the half-hearted suggestion of

Philip, whose faith was never so very

strong at the best. He says, “Two hun-

dred pennyworth of bread is not suffi-

cient for them, that every one may take

a little.” No doubt if they had decided

to appropriate this amount, you would

have heard a protest from Judas, who

carried the bag. He would have said,

“No, sir! We need that money our-

selves. That is more than we can afford

to give,” etc.

The Church to-day is giving about the

two hundred pennyworth to the heathen.
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1 1 is not sufficient that every one may take

a little, yet we think that it is about all

we can afford; but if the Church would

give only the half of what she is able to

give, the financial support would be suf-

ficient to send the gospel all over the world

before this present generation should pass

away. A grand cathedral was dedicated

in Boston a few weeks ago, at the cost of

$2,000,000. That amount of money would

be sufficient to maintain about 3,500 mis-

sionaries for one year. While this country

wastes $800,000,000 a year for tobacco,

and spends $700,000,000 for amusements,

the Church holds to two hundred penny-

worth for carrying out the dying com-

mand of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ.

(3) The third suggestion of the dis-

ciples was to make use of what they had.

Andrew came nearest to the right solu-

tion, when he said, “There is a lad here

which hath five barley loaves and two

fishes.” He thought that worth while

mentioning, yet he felt that it was a

mighty poor showing, for he says, “But

what are they among so many ?” He never

supposed that they would go around, but

he made the half-way suggestion that they

might let them go as far as they would.

So it should be with the Church to-day.

She should make proper use of the means

she has. There is her money ! She may
think it insufficient to go around, but she

is not on that account to refuse to invest

what she has. Let it be given freely and

cheerfully to the Lord, and with His

blessing it can be increased to reach the

multitudes.

There are her workers ! Only a few

have been thrust forth into the harvest.

It looks as if it would take them a long

time to make an impression upon the

world
;
but God can use one man to

feed more than five thousand people.

When Robert Morrison, the pioneer mis-

sionary, was leaving for China’s shores, a

ship owner sneeringly said to him, “And
so, Mr. Morrison, you really expect you

will make an impression on the idolatry

of the great Chinese Empire, do you?”

His answer was, “No, sir ! I expect God
will.” And so, if the Church will fur-

nish all of the means and workers that

she is able, God by them will make an im-

pression upon the idolatry of the heathen

world.

Third-— Christ’s Solution of the Problem.

We read that when Christ saw the great

multitude, “He had compassion on them,

because they were as sheep not having a

shepherd.” Christ’s solution of the prob-

lem here, differed from that of the dis-

ciples. They were of the unanimous opin-

ion that the people should be sent away.

One suggested buying bread, but he said,

“We couldn’t do that, for it would take too

much.” Another mentioned the fact that

they had five loaves and two fishes, “but

then that won’t do, for what are they

among so many?” So they all agreed that

the only thing was to send them away,

liit the Master had a better way. He had

compassion on them, and said, “Give ye

them to eat.” Christ’s solution of the

problem included four factors

:

I. Obligation. “Give ye them to eat.”

This was an obligation which rested upon

every disciple. Each must shoulder his

share of the responsibility. Judas might

have said, “That does not mean me, be-

cause I have all I can do in looking after

the bag.” Mark might have said, “That

does not apply to me, because I haven’t

had the experience that Peter and John

have had.” Andrew might have said,

“That will let me out, because my brother

Peter can do enough for both of us.” Yes,

they might have said that—but would that

have released them from their obligation?

Christ did not say, “Peter and John, give

ye them to eat”
;
but He spoke to the whole
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number, “Ye, every one of you;” and

Avhen the bread and fish were multiplied,

they all had a hand in giving to the mul-

titude.

Furthermore, when one man would re-

ceive of the provision, he in turn would

be expected to pass it on to his neighbor

beside him, and so on down the line.

In like manner the obligation rests upon

us. Christ says, “Give ye them to eat”;

and that means Peter and James and John

and every one who professes to be His dis-

ciple. You might say, “That does not

apply to me, because I have all I can do in

looking after my shop or my farm.” You
might say, “He did not mean me, because

I have very little influence or money, and

hence could be of little use.” Yes, you

might say so—but would that release you

from your obligation? Christ says, “Go

ye therefore”; that means j
rou and it

means me. If He meant to except any

one. He would have told us so. He has

passed us the word of life, and if we do

not pass it on to our neighbor, we may
stop the supply and cause all the rest down

the line to starve. It is recorded of the

early Christians, that “they that were

scattered abroad, went everywhere preach-

ing the word.”

II. Organization was the second fac-

tor in Christ’s solution.

Christ said, “Make the people sit down,”

“and they sat down in ranks, by hundreds

and by fifties.” There you have an orderly

arrangement by which the responsibility

could be equally distributed. Fifty rows

with a hundred in a row would give each

disciple four rows to feed, leaving but two

rows over. Possibly the boy who furnished

the five loaves and two fishes, was allowed

to serve the other two rows.

On the same principle, the evangeliza-

tion of the world must be conducted in an

orderly manner. The work must be dis-

tributed; and if the work was equally di-

vided, and each Christian church would
assume its share of the responsibility, it

would be quite possible to cover the world

in less than a generation of time. We as

a Church are held accountable for a large

district in China; for a vast number in

Syria and Asia Minor; and for the whole

of the Island of Cyprus; and each mem-
ber of the Church is held responsible for

his or her share of the work.

There are some who are saying, “It is

no use, we will never be able to reach the

needs of all those people.” Well, it took

faith for the disciples to arrange the five

thousand upon the ground. There was

scarcely any food in sight for them; but

they believed that the One who said,

“Make them sit down,” was able to pro-

vide for their wants. We have no room

for those who say, “It is no use organiz-

ing the work, for you will never be able

to feed them.” “0 ye of little faith,” take

your Bible and read of how God provided

manna for the multitudes; how He fed

the four thousand, and then the five thou-

sand, and “be not faithless but believing.”

IIT. Consecration was the third factor

in Christ’s solution. He says, “Bring

them hither to Me,” and He took the

loaves and fishes and looked up to heaven

and blessed them. This is such an impor-

tant factor that it is recorded by all of

the evangelists. Only five small loaves and

two fishes ! “What are they among so

many?” Yet when consecrated by the

Master, they were sufficient to feed five

thousand people; and if there had been a

hundred million, there would have been

enough to go around and fragments re-

main.

You say your words carry little in-

fluence? Perhaps they do. Your gifts

are small ? Perhaps they are. Yet Christ

says, “Bring them hither to Me.” Get

His blessing upon them, and there will be

no limit to their possibilities.
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IV. Distribution was the fourth fac-

tor of Christ’s solution. “He gave to the

disciples, and the disciples to the multi-

trade.”

The command was to take to the people.

Christ might have increased the supply;

then have invited all that were hungry to

come and help themselves. Judas would

have said, “If it isn’t worth coming after,

it isn’t worth having.” But that was not

Christ’s way. His method was to take it

to them. That is the only way that the

heathen can be reached with the gospel.

Take it to them. God provides, but we

must distribute. This distribution is to

continue until all have been supplied. The

people “did all eat and were filled.” There

is plenty for all
;
and our obligation will

never cease until every hungry soul has

been fed.

There we have the true solution of the

missionary problem. Great multitudes are

hungering and perishing for want of the

gospel. We must not send them away, for

they are our brothers. We cannot buy

bread for them, because the gospel is given

“without money and without price.” We
cannot supply the need with the unblessed

loaves and fishes—but by meeting our ob-

ligation, giving what we have; by organ-

ization, properly dividing the work; by

consecration, taking our means to Christ

for His blessing; and by distribution, giv-

ing to every one that hath need, we can

solve the problem of the unevangelized

millions, and conquer the world for

Christ.

While the struggle is going on, there

must always wave above us the banner

of Christ’s love, bearing the inscription,

“Not by might nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”

A Chinese woman was brought to a hospital for treatment, having an incurable

disease. She did not know her danger, nor did she know the great salvation. Her

gentle nurse told her the “old, old story of Jesus and His love.” It was new and

wonderful to her, but she at once believed the good news, and accepted the freely-

offered salvation. Then she was eager to go to her friends with this glad message of

the Saviour’s love. She said to the nurse, “Will you ask the doctors how soon I shall

be well?” “The doctors say that we must tell you the truth—you will never be well.”

“Please ask them how long I shall live.” ol

The reply was, “Three months with the care and comforts which you have now.”

“And how long shall I live if I go to my old home with this blessed message from

heaven?” “Possibly not more than three weeks.” When the answer came, this new

convert exclaimed, “Get my clothes; I will start to-day.” It was useless to forbid

her, for she said, “Do }
7ou think I count the loss of a few weeks of my life anything

when I have such news to tell my people who have never heard of the Saviour?”

—

Illustrated Missionary News.

A missionary of the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society tells of a native

lady in India who was ordered by her father to repeat the Mohammedan confession of

faith. She refused, although a hot iron was pressed upon her bare foot as a persuasive.

“I cannot,” she said. “You will not,” thundered her angry father, and with that he

heated the iron in the fire again. Pressing the hot iron upon the other foot, trium-

phantly shouted, “Now you will !” The brave woman, white to the lips from pain,

answered, “No, I cannot, for I am a Christian.” A conclusive answer. But let us

envy the sturdiness back of it .—Bureau of Missions.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.
Latakia, Syria.—A letter from Eev.

James S. Stewart gives items of much in-

terest :

June 3 we had communion at Tartous.

There were no accessions and but one ap-

plication. The school there was so large,

considering the house and the teaching

force, that we thought it best to charge a

small fee. This has already had the ef-

fect of thinning out the attendance near-

ly one-half, but 1 feel sure that it will re-

cover by degrees, and a good point will

have been gained. We have granted leave

of absence for three months to M. Yakob

Juraidiny and his wife, that they may
spend the summer at their old home near

Beirut. There are three teachers left to

carry on the work there. The average at-

tendance for May was one hundred and

twenty; Sabbath school, over a hundred.

The attendance of children and adherents

at the services of preaching was encour-

aging. With all this sowing there is sure-

ly coming a reaping time of joy.

Last night (June 25) we closed a season

of communion here in Latakia. We were

sorry not to have Dr. Balph with us. There

were three or four applicants, but they

were delayed. The number of communi-

cants must have been about eighty, and

the interest was well sustained in 'all the

meetings. I hope that great grace may
be enjoyed as the fruit of worthy com-

municating. The schools are reviewing

and practicing for examinations and clos-

ing exercises, which are to take place next

week. I should make a trip to Suadia,

but do not expect to do so until some time

after the first week in July. We hope for

good news from Synod soon.

Speaking of this communion, Miss

Wvlie says

:

More than eighty communed. Several

persons talked with Mr. Stewart about

joining, but as his custom is, he does not

receive persons the first time they apply

unless they are children of members. The

chapel was crowded, and it was said that

some went away for want of seats. That

evening I invited some of the older men
from the villages who had girls in the

school to be present at the Sabbath even-

ing exercises, and gave them a chance to

ask questions, and we spent an hour and a

half in that way without parents or pupils

seeming tired. The evangelist at Bahamra
knows the Bible well, and is good at ask-

ing questions, and the exercises were very

enjoyable. Then we spent the remainder

of the evening singing Psalms, to the

delight of all. In the morning was the

Sabbath school review in public. The boys

and girls were all alert trying who could

answer first.

The last two weeks we have had school

examinations. The boys’ school closed

July 4th, and the girls’ on the 5th. I

feel that the girls did a good year’s work.

May the Scripture which they have com-

mitted to memory be a help and comfort

to them all their lives; and may the seed

sown bring abundant fruit.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—Writing to the

Board July 18, Miss Evadna M. Sterrett

sends good news

:

As our Mission reports have to be made
up early enough to be home in time for

the meeting of Synod, those relating to

school work must of necessity be more or

less imperfect. It is usually about the
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last of March or the first of April that

the boys and girls begin to present them-

selves at intervals for examination for

prizes in the Catechisms with and with-

out proofs, and this continues until the

close of school, and occasionally after-

ward. This year nine boys and girls re-

ceived Bibles for having recited all per-

fectly without proofs. Until within the

past three years, it had been our practice

to give Dr. Calhoun’s “Guide to Seekers”

as a prize to each pupil who would recite

the Catechism with proofs without making

more than five mistakes. Recognizing

what a very difficult task this is, we have

now divided the book into three sections,

granting a prize for each part. The re-

sult is, that more pupils accept this study

willingly. The rewards given for each

section vary in value from a half to three-

quarters of a dollar. I doubt whether

very many American girls and boys would

undertake the committing of all these

texts for less than five dollar prizes for

each part. It is a valuable collection of

Bible texts, and those who succeed in

learning them have a good fund from

which to draw proofs when needed.

Six pupils finished this year, and six

others recited one or both of the first and

second divisions.

The examinations in Psalms, Bible

verses and Bible stories were for the most

part satisfactory, while on the other hand,

one is astonished at some children who

have equal chances with others to hear

these stories and yet are unable to relate

one with any degree of intelligence.

The receipts for tuition and books for

the year amount to about $340. While

this is not very much, it is more than we

have ever yet been able to report, and it

also represents a lot of hard and persist-

ent effort in the collecting thereof.

Tbe boarding schools closed at the end

of May, but the day school was continued a

month longer. Pupils from a distance,

leaving, broke up classes, and those left

were not as much interested as before ex-

aminations and entertainment.

On the whole, it would seem wiser to

close both boarding and day schools at the

same time. While ours was still in ses-

sion, two of the girls opened schools in

their own homes, and as soon as we dis-

missed, four others followed their ex-

ample. These six, with two taught by

married women (Protestants who used to

be pupils in Miss Wylie’s school), make

eight schools, with an aggregate of 178

pupils. However, one little girl, for some

reason, has lately stopped, although she

had twenty-four pupils. I think most of

these are in the other schools now.

Of course this teaching is not done from

a great desire to impart religious instruc-

tion, but because these girls and women

are poor and want to make a little money

for themselves. Their charge is two cents

a week for each pupil. Those learning to

read English pay more.

A few of the pupils practice “spong-

ing”—that is, attending a week, or as long

as they are allowed, without pay in one

school, and then leave and repeat the same

in another school. Whatever reason each

one has for teaching, we are pleased that

so many children are under Protestant

teaching. The youngest of the small

teachers (a girl of thirteen) complains

that her pupils get tired very quickly of

everything she tries to teach them except

the Bible stories; but of these, she says,

they never tire. There are quite a number

of new pupils—I mean children who

never came to us before—going to the

schools, three of whom are Fellahin. They

(the teachers) also have been bringing

some of their children to Sabbath school.

Ho doubt God has an object in this

opening up so many different centers of

work in this little town.
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Our congregation is not very large now,

as quite a number of the members have

gone out of town. After this week there

will be only three families and a few other

members left. However, there is the ad-

vantage, that in the absence of the more

active members, those who remain assume

more responsibility and advance in ability.

]\Irs. Dodds, who has been so ill, has

gained so much that she expects to go to

the mountains this week.

I plan to spend a few weeks in August

with Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy, in their

mountain home, two hours from Alexan-

dretta.

Cyprus.—Dr. Calvin McCarroll writes

from Nicosia, July 5, as follows:

The weather is now very warm and en-

ervating, although the spring was unusu-

ally cool. The house we are now in is

much cooler and more comfortable than

the place we had last year, and our health

is also much better. My brother and fam-

ily have been with us since Friday, June

29. On Sabbath, July 1, he held com-

munion here in Nicosia, at which time

three new members were added and two

infants baptized. There were seventeen

in all seated at the Lord’s Table, and quite

a number of outsiders witnessed the dis-

pensing of the Supper. It was, we be-

lieve, a season of blessing to all.

On Monday Rev. Aegyptiades returned

to Larnaca, and we now have Mr. Coli-

sides to interpret and preach in Greek and

Turkish. One evening my brother con-

ducted services in Greek, and at the close

one of the brethren, who knows English,

hurried to the front and told him it would

take a Greek fourteen years to speak Eng-

lish as well as he spoke Greek. At an-

other time an Armenian dentist said that

be understood his Greek better than that

of Mr. Aegyptiades.

Yesterday brother and family left for

Mersina and Guzne Mountains, where our

fellow missionaries, the Revs. Dodds, have

their summer homes. We hope soon to

hear of the returning health of Mrs. C. A.

Dodds, who has been very ill.

In regard to the church building, we

have made an agreement with a builder to

construct and finish it for a certain sum,

and now we are trying to secure permis-

sion to build, as the Mayor, who is Greek,

says he must have a full meeting of the

Council to consider the matter, and then

deliberately postponed the meeting till to-

morrow. I saw the British member, and

he said he would do all he could, but that

it may have to be referred to the Govern-

ment, and in any case, they would advise

us in their answer to be prepared for

trouble. Some have already threatened

to destroy the building as fast as it is con-

structed—a thing we could not imagine

occurring in America; but these people

are not Christians, or we should not be

here. However, we are in the Lord’s

hands. “Except the Lord do build the

house, the builders lose their pains.”

In the medical department we have

given over 5,900 treatments since Septem-

ber, but there is a relaxation in the work

for the present, for which we are not sorry

on account of the heat. One young man
has been attending services quite regularly

and is now being persecuted for being a

Protestant, but still attends.

It is rather depressing for us who are

out here to read in the Synodical report

of so many ministers and licentiates ask-

ing for work, when the Church is calling

them to come out here.

Tak Hing, China.—A letter from Dr.

Jean McBurney, written July 7, brings

encouraging items

:

We are still hoping that some one—or

more than one—will be sent out to China

this fall. But we scarcely dare even hope
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for it, for we know the need for workers

is even greater in the other foreign fields.

We have not yet received any news from

Synod, and we are anxious to hear. It

seems a long time to wait.

We are now having some of the warm-

est weather we have experienced in China,

but we all seem to stand it well, for as a

Mission, we have better health than has

been usual during this season for several

years. We hear of sickness among other

missionaries, and we feel we have much

to be thankful for. Bev. J. K. Eobb and

family are arranging to spend a few weeks

at Macao during August. The others also

will probably spend some time at the coast

or elsewhere during the hottest part of the

summer.

The work goes on as usual here. Sab-

bath services are held regularly, with at-

tendance somewhat irregular. Our mem-

bers and those who are really interested

in the gospel, are usually present at all

the services unless unavoidably detained.

There are times when not many others are

present; then at other times, the chapel is

well filled. There has been a much larger

attendance since we met in the chapel.

Whether it is because the chapel is more

comfortable and attractive or because more

conveniently reached from the public road,

we do not know, but w'e hope all who come

in, from whatever motive, may receive a

blessing. Meetings are held every Thurs-

day and Sabbath for women and children.

Mr. Eobb also meets every evening with

the men for prayer and Bible study. He
is still conducting his class in the study

of theology, and expects to continue until

the last of this month, when he will close

for the summer vacation. There are four

young men attending this class, and they

are all earnest Christians, who are already

doing good work among their own people.

The youngest of the four had been a mem-
ber of the Church less than nine months

when he was permitted to see a young man
baptized and received into the Church,

whom he had been directly instrumental

in bringing to a knowledge of the gospel.

There seems to be no apparent evidence

of any anti-foreign feeling here now. The
people about us show a very friendly dis-

position toward us. They receive us most

cordially in their homes, and in many in-

stances are quite pleased to hear the gos-

pel. We have been invited to some of

the villages expressly to “talk the doc-

trine,” and have been most kindly wel-

comed wherever we have gone.

Eussia does not permit foreign missionaries to reside in or carry on evangelistic

work in the Empire, but it aids in the circulation of the Word of God. The official

organ thus comments : The generous concessions which are made to the Bible Society

by the Government and private railways in Eussia, can show no equal in any other

country. The number of railway miles put at the Society’s disposal in the Empire of

the Czar, without charge for traveling or freight, amounts to not less than a quarter

of a million a year. As an instance of the Bible traffic in Eussia, on Aug. 14 con-

signments of Scripture were despatched from the Bible Society’s depot in St. Peters-

burg, to be carried 1,500 miles, while the week before the consignment despatched was

to be carried 5,200 miles; and this represents the output from St. Petersburg alone,

without taking into consideration the Society’s other depots in various parts of Eussia

and Siberia.

I do not care how or where I live, or what hardships I go through, so long as I can

grain souls for Christ.—David, Brainerd.o
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Allegheny, Pa.—The Central Board reports as follows for July

:

Financial Statement.
Appropriations were made as follows:

Illinois Presbvtery $37.50 N. B. and N. S. Presbytery . .

.

. . .$175.00

Iowa Presbvtery 225.00 Lakes Presbytery . . .337.50

Kansas Presbytery 550.00 Pittsburg Presbytery . . . .170.00

Ohio Presbytery 16.66

New York Presbytery... 150.00 Total.... .$1,661.66

No reports were received from the other Presbyteries.

On hand On hand

June 1. Receipts. Expenditures. July 1.

Chinese Mission $611.74 $157.22 $35.00 $733.96

Indian Mission 2496.98 55.00 175.98 2376.00

Southern Mission 2428.19 147.60 192.24 2383.55

Sustentation 4632.12 3.00 4401.00 234.12

Deficit Deficit

June 1. July 1.

Domestic Mission 652.60 368.05 284.55

Rev. T. M. Slater has accepted the ap-

pointment of the Board to visit the mem-
bers of our Church in Alberta, Canada.

Dr. H. H. George has visited Craftsbury

Congregation. But few of the members
remain loyal to the old church.

Dennison Congregation raises itself the

amount granted by Synod for supplement

the last quarter. Wahoo expects to de-

crease the amount of its supplement one-

half. New Concord is now self-support-

ing.

Indian Mission .—The camp meetings

held by other denominations have inter-

fered some with the attendance at our

Sabbath services. The saloons at Apache

are having a bad effect on the Indians,

many of whom are unable to resist the

temptation to drink. The sight of a

drunken Indian in the streets is quite

common. Mr. McAndless and daughter

have decided to take a year’s rest. Miss

Mary R. Adams resigned her position in

order to attend the college at Sterling,

Ivans. These have all been devoted work-

ers at the Mission. The Board, while ac-

cepting their resignations, instructed the

Corresponding Secretary to write letters

to them appreciative of their services.

Miss Mary Carithers was appointed to

take charge of the girls.

J. W. Sproull.

Items from Central Board for August:

Financial Statement.

On hand On hand

July 1/06. Receipts. Expenditures. Aug.1,’06

Southern Mission $2383.55 $53.16 $113.33 $2323.38

Chinese Mission 733.96 185.00 548.96

Indian Mission 2376.00 104.48 323.33 2257.15

Sustentation 234.12 1.00 235.12
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Deficit Receipts. Expenditures. Deficit.

Domestic Mission $284.55 $342.90 $2364.16 $2305.81

The deficit in the Domestic Mission fund is $723.25; $1,582.56 having been received

from bequests. This will be reported in our September statement.

The amount appropriated by Synod for

Domestic Missions is $11,935. This, with

the deficit of $723.25, makes a total of

$12,658.25 to be raised for the carrying

on of our work in this department during

the year.

Dr. George presented the results of his

visit to Craftsbury Congregation. The
United Presbyterians held a communion
in our church on the first Sabbath in July.

About twenty-two of our members united

with that body. There are not more than

a dozen, including adherents, who are

loyal to the old church. The question as

to the church building and the parsonage

was referred to the Board of Trustees.

Rev. J. P. Crozier, Rev. R. C. Allen, al-

ternate, was appointed to labor there for

three months.

Indian Mission .—Through the efforts

of Rev. Mr. Sweet, a law was enacted dur-

ing the last session of Congress by which

the different religious bodies in Oklahoma

could secure a title to the property occu-

pied by their Missions. Mr. Carithers

was authorized to act for us.

Miss Elma French, of Kansas City, was

chosen to take the place of Miss Adams,

who resigned
;
in the laundry Miss Emma

McFarland will devote her time this year

largely to the acquiring a knowledge of

the Apache language.

A change has been made in the manner

of conducting services among the Indians.

Heretofore this was done by whites. Three

young Indians will attend to this here-

after. A class has been formed intended

to prepare them for their work.

Mr. Carithers is endeavoring to drive

out the saloons from Apache with good

hope of success.

Southern Mission .—The resignation of

Mr. J. H. Pickens was accepted. Miss

Maggie E. Cochrane, of Leavenworth,

Ivans., was elected a teacher. Miss Mar-

garet McCartney, Assistant Superintend-

ent, will not be able to return to the Mis-

sion. Miss McCartney, during her con-

nection with the Mission, proved herself

to be a most devoted and efficient worker.

J. W. Sproull.

Morning Sun, la.—As a Society we

wish to pay a tribute of respect in memory

of Miss Mary Finney, a member of our

Society, recently deceased. Miss Finney

was born of Covenanter parents, and early

united with the Church, making a public

profession of her faith in Walnut Ridge

Congregation under the ministry of Rev.

Lusk, and remained a consistent member

of it until it was disorganized. On com-

ing to Iowa, she united with the R. P.

Congregation of Morning Sun. Although

her means were limited, she was always

ready to share with those whom she

thought were more needy than herself, and

gave liberally to the cause of Christ, be-

ing deeply interested in Mission work.

Our verdict, and we think that of the

Master is, “She hath done what she

could.”

Miss Martha Cannon,

Mrs. G. Cunningham,
Committee.

New Alexandria, Pa.—It is with sor-

row the Ladies’ Missionary Society of the

Reformed Presbyterian Congregation of

New Alexandria, Pa., place on record an

expression of the high esteem held by the

members for our departed sister, Mrs.

William Steel, on March 25, 1906. Al-

though seldom permitted to meet with us
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on account of distance, yet her prayers and

contributions were always for and with us.

In this Providence we recognize the

hand of the Master, and while the Society

has lost a faithful friend, and the Church

a loyal Covenanter, a lover of all the or-

dinances of Cod’s house, and also God’s

people, we bow in humble submission to

the will of the Lord, knowing that our

loss is her gain.

We tender our heartfelt sympathy to the

bereaved husband and sorrowing family.

“By precept and example, too,

She taught her children dear

To keep God’s holy word and laws,

And ever them revere.

“But why should we lament for her?

She’s only gone before

;

In heaven we soon shall meet again,

To separate no more.

“Prepare us, Lord, for that great change.

That change that’s sure to all;

The day, the hour, we do not know
When we may get the call.”

Mrs. J. Baird Patterson,

Miss Mary A. Shaw,
Miss Belle Hart.

The number of volumes that have gone out to cheer, comfort, and strengthen a host

of readers was 93,161. Of these, 5,434 were Bibles, 14,282 were New Testaments, and

73,445 were single Gospels or some portion of the Bible bound separately. In this dis-

tribution is represented no less than thirty-two different languages. The most distant

islands of the sea are represented in this great cosmopolitan city of ours, for we gave

out Scripture in Hawaiian, Icelandic, and the Tagalog of the native Filipino. The

Bohemian, Danish, Finnish, German, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, llussian, Swedish,

and Yiddish-speaking people have absorbed from 1,800 to 8,400 volumes each. About

35,000 volumes have been given out in English. It is the providence of God that so

many nations should be mingled together in New York City, and it is a part of that

same providence that there should be a society like ours to give to these people His

Divine Word in their native tongues.

In the city proper during the past year there have been given out 29,372 volumes. Of

these, 3,432 were Bibles, 4,466 were New Testaments, and 21,474 were Gospel portions.

•—Report of N. Y. Bible Society.

The only way of learning to do a thing is to do it. The only way of learning obedi-

ence from Christ is to give up your will to Him, and to make the doing of His will

the one desire and delight of your heart .—Andrew Murray.

Olive Trees is requested to make the

following announcement

:

The Session of the Reformed Presby-

terian Theological Seminary for 1906-7

will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 18, 1906.

The opening lecture will be given that

evening by Prof. E. J. George.

Special attention is called to the follow-

ing statement

:

Two vacancies, possibly three, in the

working force of the Southern Mission

are to be filled. Experienced teachers are

needed. If this comes to the eye of any

consecrated young woman as a call from

Christ to work for Him, will you kindly

apply at once to the Central Board of

Missions, or write Superintendent J. G.

Reed, Belle Center, O.
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AT REST.

Miss Willia A. Dodds, daughter of Mr.

John A. Dodds, of Beaver Palls, Pa., who

had gone to Asia Minor in the spring of

1887 on the invitation of Dr. David

Metheny, to visit his family, was at her

own request added to our missionary force

in November of the same year. From
that time, except while caring for her sis-

ter, Mrs. Balph, during a brief illness that

terminated fatally in December, 1892, she

was engaged in school work either in Mer-

sina or Latakia. In tire following spring

she set out for America with the four

children of our bereaved missionary, one

of them an infant in arms, and accom-

plished the long and weary journey of

about seven thousand miles in safety,

reaching Beaver Falls, Pa., in April, 1893,

every member of her youthful charge in

health. In consenting to undertake so

responsible a service and in its successful

accomplishment, there was revealed true

missionary heroism. On the establish-

ment of a hospital in Latakia in 1896,

Miss Dodds was, at the suggestion of Dr.

Balph, appointed Matron. In that posi-

tion, which she was admirably adapted to

fill, she labored faithfully and efficiently

till failing health made it imperative for

her to return home in the summer of 1904.

Miss Willia was beloved of all who had

the pleasure of her acquaintance. While

in the foreign field, she developed and

displayed qualities of character that en-

deared her to the people with whom, in the

discharge of duty, she was thrown into

contact, both in their homes and in the

hospital. The esteem in which she was

held in Syria may be read in the two fol-

lowing letters that came to her address the

day after her decease, and these are only

specimens of many that she received dur-

ing her illness from former pupils

:

Dear Miss Willia Doods,

I hope you are well. I always like to

hear from you. We always remember you

in our prayer. God safe you and keep

you in health. I wish the speedy recovery

Tor 3
rou. I long very much to see you. I

hope I shall soon have the answer of your

health. I am. We are very anxious about

you. I hope the happy life to you and to

all your family of health peace prosperity.

•Every time you send a letter to Miss Ster-

rett she will tell us. We will be very sor-

row when we hear about you. And we will

be very glad when we will hear the words

of your health. I always remember the

days that you spend in school. Miss Ster-

rett send her best love to you and Miss

Madlain her best love to you and all the

school girls their best love to you.

Your very respectfully Miriam
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Dear M Willie,

I hope you are well. I thank God of

healing you from your sickness. It is a

long time since I saw you. I hope to see

you again. Dear M. W. Are you remember

that year when we had entertainment* and

now we have this year too. I wish you

would be with us. I would like to tell you

about our school it is going on well. We
have three languages in the school

French, English and Arabic. And we

have scholars from other countries from

Suadia, Latakia and from Antakey.f All

the girls gives their love to you. Good

buy but I will never forget you at all and

I shall remember you as long as I alive.

Sara Nasif.

For more than two years after return-

ing home this devoted missionary was

called to suffer, and quietly on Wednesday,

July 18, 190G, her emancipated spirit en-

tered into rest. And on Saturday, after

appropriate funeral services, the redeemed

body was laid away in Little Beaver Cem-

etery to wait the coming of our Lord.

A TRIBUTE FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

A telegram from Dr. Balph tells us of

the death of cousin Willia Dodds. We
had known that she had not been so well

lately, so we were not surprised to hear

that the summons had come for her to be

with her Saviour, Whom she loved so well

and trusted with such a strong yet child-

like faith. The poor, wasted body will be

changed into a glorious one, and that

beautiful voice which had been almost

silent for two and a half years, will be

renewed. “And the ransomed of the

Lord shall return, and come to Zion with

songs, and everlasting joy upon their

heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

*The writer uses the Arabic word, for

which we have no type.

\Antioch.

The thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah was

one of cousin Dr. David Metheny’s favor-

ite chapters, and it came in the regular

course in their family worship the morn-

ing he died—June 4, 1897—and this

verse seemed so fitting at the time, as he

was a sweet singer himself, and so often

would he speak of the happiness it gave

him to contemplate enjoying the heavenly

music throughout eternity. And now
again the verse keeps in my mind in con-

nection with cousin Willia’s home-going.

It seems she never ceased to hope that she

might some time be able to return to her

work at Latakia. No longer ago than

last month, a letter from one of her sisters

mentioned that Willia still wished to go

back to Latakia. She always thought

much about her work, and planned for it

carefully, and often far ahead.

It was a great disappointment to me
when she had to leave me to go to Latakia,

for in this planning of work was she most

helpful—even so minor a detail as how

benches ought to be arranged in certain

rooms was not too unimportant for her

to think out in the summer vacation and

then suggest it when we would commence

work in the fall.

Her fearlessness to reprove evil used to

make me nervous at times, when we would

be making calls together; but the effect

invariably was to rather increase the love

and respect of those reproved. She was

ever faithful to the cause of temperance,

and there was a wide field here always for

that. The white ribbon which she wore

often brought on discussions. Her many

friends here lamented her severe affliction

and enforced retirement from the work,

and prayed most earnestly for her restora-

tion. The news of her death is received

with sorrow. Her deep pity and com-

passion for those who had gone astray

was a marked characteristic in her nature,

and her intense sympathy with the sor-
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rowing and suffering seemed to specially

fit her for her hospital work.

Evadna M. Sterrett.

A BIT OF MISSION STORY.

—The following paper came into our

hands, a few weeks ago, through the kind-

ness of a friend to whom it was sent for

personal perusal. It is the translation of

an address spoken in Arabic to Miss Lizzie

McNaugliton by one of her pupils the last

afternoon of her school in Mersina, Asia

Minor. It indicates very clearly the pleas-

ant relations that exist between our teach-

ers and the youth under their instruction

in the Mission schools. And it should be

a constant message of good cheer to Miss

McNaugliton, who, though no longer en-

gaged in teaching in the foreign field, is

still deeply interested in the school work,

and must often recall her ten years of

faithful service in the Levant Missions.

This “bit of mission story” is evidence

that her labors have not been without tan-

gible fruit, and should encourage the

Church, whose loyal representative she

was, to sustain by prayers and liberal con-

tributions this department of our mission-

ary operations.

—

We meet to-day not only to say good-

by to one another, but to our beloved Miss

McNaugliton. Praise the Lord, who gave

us the chance of a Christian education,

and to get the real civilization by men
and ivomen who left their friends and

country for the good of the people in the

Orient. They are the ones who planted

the schools and established the churches

on a foundation supported by righteous-

ness, Christian love and humanity. They

offer themselves to serve others, because

they are not content to get the knowledge

themselves, but to lift the banner of vir-

tue and sciences among all nations. Then

it is our duty to thank God, who sent us

such men and women, and also for the

people who offer their money to civilize

and educate the people in the Orient. How
hard the missionaries -work to compose

books and translate the Bible into differ-

ent languages. All these prove what kind

of monuments they have in this country

and other places. How many old build-

ings we see in this world which have stood

for hundreds of years—like the fortress at

Baalbeck, and the Pyramids of Egypt;

but there is a great difference between

these and the schools which have been

founded for the good of the inhabitants,

and the hospitals that were built for the

comfort of the miserable people. These

are the best monuments that man can

leave. We thank God from all our hearts

for all these blessings. Now the time has

come, the time which we did not wish to

come, to part with our friend. And what

grieves us worst to think of a family long

separated. We must say farewell to a

kind teacher and mother who sacrificed

herself for the good and comfort of the

large and small
;
watched them by day

and night. We bid her farewell, to meet

her sisters and friends who are patiently

waiting for her after an absence of ten

years. We long for her return to continue

her services here among us. She gave us

a remembrance, which cannot be written

on paper, but within the heart. We shall

never forget her as time passes, and the

ocean stands between us. Because what

we have seen during the time she spent

among us of frankness, earnestness, and

her many other Christian qualities made

for her a good remembrance which cannot

be dropped through the ages. My tongue

is incapable to offer what ought to be of

thanks for her kindness and Christian life

in our midst. I speak for myself and on

behalf of others. We ask God to allow us

to meet in this place again as we are now.

We say good-by again. May you reach

home safely and in health. Farewell.
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ONLY A LITTLE BABY GIRL.

—In a recent letter from Tak Hing

Chau, China, Dr. Jean McBurney in-

closed these lines, written by Rev. A. B.

Simpson and published in “Larger Out-

looks on Missionary Lands.” The pic-

ture which is here reproduced is that of a

child, whom the Doctor describes as “a

very winning and attractive little girl of

about three years,” and of whom she

writes: “Her mother is a Christian, and

for this reason and because the child is

only ‘a little baby girl/ her father has cast

them both off, and will do nothing for

them.”

—

Only a little baby girl,

Dead by the river side;

Only a little Chinese child,

Drowned in the floating tide.

Over the boat too far she leaned,

Watching the dancing wave

—

Over the brink she fell and sank,

But there was none to save.

If she had only been a boy

They would have heard her cry;

But she was just a baby girl,

So she was left to die.

It was her fate, perhaps they said.

Why should they interfere?

Had she not always been a curse?

Why should they keep her here?

So they have left her little form

Floating upon the wave;

She was too young to have a soul,

Why should she have a grave?

Yes, and there's many another lamb

Perishing every day,

Thrown by the road or the river side.

Flung to the beasts of prey.

Is there a mother’s heart to-night

Clasping her darling child.

Willing to leave these helpless lambs

Out on the desert wild ?

Is there a little Christian girl.

Happy in love and home,

Living in selfish ease, while they

Out on the mountains roam?

Think as you lie on your little cot,

Smoothed by a mother’s hand

—

Think of the little baby girls

Over in China’s land.

Ask if there is not something more,

Even a child can do;

And if perhaps in China’s land

Jesus has need of you.

Only a little baby girl,

Dead by the river side;

Only a little Chinese child

Drowned in the floating tide.
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But it has brought a vision vast.

Dark as a nation’s woe

;

Oh ! has it left some willing heart

Answering, “I will go” ?

GOD’S EARNESTNESS IN INVITING

MEN TO BE SAVED.

After the Master had lifted the mask

and exposed the hypocrisy of the chief

priests and Pharisees by showing them

that in rejecting John the Baptist’s testi-

mony concerning His Messiahship, they

convicted themselves, He launched three

parables against them in succession : The

Two Sons, the Wicked Husbandmen, and

the Marriage of the King’s Son. In the

first, the publicans and harlots enter the

kingdom, while the rulers of the Jews re-

fuse. In the second, the unfaithful Jewish

authorities are to be destroyed, while the

believing Gentiles are received. In the

third, the Jewish nation is rejected and

destroyed, and the believing Gentiles

brought in. In this last, salvation is of-

fered under the symbol of a feast made

by the king on the occasion of the mar-

riage of his son.

God’s intense earnestness in inviting

men to His feast appears

:

1. In the costly provision of the feast.

In the old economy He had likened His

intimate and endearing relation to His

people to the marriage union. “As a

young man marrieth a virgin, so hath thy

God married thee.” “As the bridegroom

rejoiceth over the bride, so doth thy God

rejoice over thee.” But in the fulness of

time the eternal Son took human nature

into union with His Divine Person. He
became the Son of man—the real man, the

perfect man, the representative man, the

prophetic man, the God man. He ful-

filled all righteousness. He did all, be-

came all, and endured all that the good

and holy and just law of God required.

The active virtues He discovered in going

about continually doing good. The pas-

sive virtues He revealed in enduring the

painful, shameful and accursed death of

the cross for us. And when He became

obedient unto death, even the death of

the cross, God highly exalted Him and

gave Him a name above every name. It

is our nature that is enthroned. The ideal

man reigns. It is our interests He con-

serves. It is our deliverance and pros-

perity He secures. He is the Head of a

new humanity, a race of new creatures

in Christ. He has received the Holy

Ghost. “The seven Spirits of God,” the

seven-fold operation of the Holy Spirit, is

under His control. By His word and

Spirit all for whom He died are brought

into union with Himself. This is the

marriage feast to which all the Old Testa-

ment prophets invited sinful men. It is

the feast to which John the Baptist invited

sinners. God’s earnestness appears in that

the Father and Son and Holy Ghost co-

operated in preparing it. The Father

spared not Plis own Son, but gave Him up

to the death for us all. The Son loved

His Church, and gave Himself for her.

The Holy Spirit abides with us forever.

2 . In observing all the courtesies in

offering the invitation.

There is a way of putting an invitation,

a consideration and respect, that make it

impossible for a self-respecting man to

reject it. Our Lord was the soul of honor

and courtesy. He always regarded the

right of sovereign choice with which God

lias invested every human soul. This

sovereignty of the human spirit He never

invaded. If men are saved at all, it must

be by their own choice. In the East in-

vitations were not written, specifying the

day and hour, as here in the West. Ser-

vants were sent to deliver an oral invita-

tion to a feast, with no day or hour speci-

fied. And when the feast was ready, a

second servant was sent to inform the in-
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vited guests that all things were ready,

and they were desired to come at once. All

these forms God observed in His feast.

He sent the earlier and the later prophets,

announcing the marriage feast, but the

time was not specified. In the appointed

time, He sent the forerunner, John the

Baptist, to proclaim that the marriage

feast was now ready and His invited

guests were expected to go at once. It is

natural as love; it is supernatural as God.

It has come into your life without your

realizing it. Let me remind you of that

thatched roof cottage in the Highlands

of Scotland, where your godly parents

taught you to pray, to commit the Psalms

and Catechism, to join in family worship

morning and evening, and to go to God’s

house on Sabbath day. After you crossed

the sea, He led you to this house of wor-

ship, where the familiar Scotch version

of the Psalms is sung. That beautiful girl

that you loved was brought up in a Cove-

nanter home, as you had been. And in

your new home the same atmosphere pre-

vails that you both delighted in when chil-

dren at home. And your children you

have jointly presented to God, an offering

and a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savor.

But all this was so natural that you did

not dream that they were God’s earnest

way of discovering to you His intense de-

sire for your salvation. And He came to

you with such courtesy and respect that

it seemed to be a matter of course rather

than the deep feelings of the Divine heart.

3. In God’s indignation against those

who reject His invitation.

You give an invitation in jest or for

form’s sake, and are glad to have it re-

jected. But your feelings are very dif-

ferent, if you make a feast at great cost

and personal sacrifice, with a view of win-

ning back one who is estranged, and he

rejects the invitation with scorn and con-

tempt. Your earnestness in giving the

invitation is measured by the intensity of

your righteous indignation at his ingrati-

tude and perversity. God’s earnestness in

desiring to have you accept His invitation

is measured by His fervent jealousy over

your rejection of it. In the great com-

mission the Saviour said, “He that be-

lieveth shall be saved
;
he that believeth

not shall be damned.” All through eter-

nity, God’s heart was set on your salva-

tion. He created this world to be the

theatre upon which the history of redemp-

tion should be wrought out. Any trivial

event is sufficient to draw your attention

away from it, but nothing in the universe

can keep Him from noting whether you

accept or reject it. All the glory and

honor of His creation are not sufficient to

take His mind from you when His salva-

tion is offered to you. What we discuss

with the indifference of those who have

no concern, as if it were not our case. He
considers with all the intensity of His

Divine nature. The condemning sin of

the world is rejecting the Christ. “How
shall we escape if we neglect so great a

salvation ?” “If the transgressor of Moses’

law died under two or three witnesses,

how much sorer punishment shall he be

accounted worthy -who hath trodden un-

der foot the Son of God and counted the

blood of the covenant an unholy thing

and hath done despite to the spirit of

grace?” Those who crucified Christ were

guilty of murder. But those who reject

His salvation crucify the Son of God

afresh and put Him to an open shame.

The breaking of the Ten Commandments

is not what destroys men; but rejecting

Christ and His salvation. “Whosoever

falls upon this stone shall be broken; but

upon whomsoever it shall fall it will grind

him to powder.” “This is the condemna-

tion, that light hath come into the world,

and men love darkness rather than light,

because their deeds are evil.”
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4. In ihe warning: against despising

His authority.

The publicans and harlots were admit-

ted before the chief priests and Pharisees.

They were in danger of supposing, that as

the gates of the Kingdom were thrown

open to them, it was a matter of indiffer-

ence whether they underwent a change of

character, fitting them for the privileges

of the gospel. And so the Saviour added

an appendix to the parable, as a warning

against presumptuous disregard of the

honor and majesty of the King of the

feast. “Friend, how earnest thou in

hither, not having a wedding garment?

And he was speechless. And the King

said to His servants. Bind him hand and

foot, and cast him into outer darkness,

where shall be weeping and wailing and

gnashing of teeth. For many are called,

but few chosen.”

You ask, “Why this severity? Perhaps

he could not help his neglect. Did not the

servants go out into the lanes and by-ways

and compel the poor and needy to come

in ? Maybe he had not time to go home
and change his garments. Perhaps he

had no change of raiment.” But this is

not the case before us. In the East, a

wealthy or a royal host provides vestments

for his guests. And it is regarded as a

discourtesy to refuse his garment. This

man had refused what the servants of the

King had offered. And his refusal indi-

cated alienation of spirit, disrespect and

lack of sympathy. It was disloyalty to

his King. It was treason. The observance

of that custom was not an outward and

fictitious observance. It betokened an at-

titude of mind and heart. And in this

symbol our Lord teaches us that a change

of mind, called repentance, and a change

of heart, called regeneration, are essential

to fellowship with God. “Without holiness

no man can see the Lord.” “Marvel not

that I said unto you, ye must be born

again.” The Pharisees had the outward
form of religion, but they lacked the life.

They had a name to live while they were

dead. And the publicans and harlots were

polluted by vice and crime. Both classes

must undergo a radical change of charac-

ter before God could receive them. Their

alienation must be changed into reconcili-

ation through the blood of the everlasting

covenant. Their disrespect must be

changed into holy and reverential regard

for the Holy One of Israel. Their lack of

sympathy for Him and His law must be

changed into that love that beareth all

things, believeth all things, liopeth all

things, endureth all things. By His grace

they must have supreme love to God, which

is the first and great commandment, and

love to his neighbor as himself, which is

the second, on which two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets. A
Christian life consists in trusting a simple

promise and obeying a simple command.

And hence the Saviour prefaced the great

commission by a solemn announcement of

His universal mediatorial dominion, and

added an appendix that faith in Him
would produce obedience to all things

whatsoever He commanded them. There-

fore, the wedding garment on the guest at

the marriage feast was the token of loy-

alty to the King, -of delight in His will,

of purpose to glorify Him in the body and

spirit, which are His. It therefore fol-

lows that, while all who hear the gospel

are outwardly called, and all who pro-

fess His name are numbered among the

formally called, only those who have been

transformed by the renewing of their

minds, so that they put off the old man

and put on the new man, are the chosen

and faithful and true witnesses. They do

whatsoever He commands them because

they are His friends. They keep Ilis com-

mandments because they love Him. But

the garment of Christ’s righteousness,
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wrought out upon His cross, and the gar-

ment of personal holiness with which we

are clothed by the Holy Spirit, are God’s

gifts. And to refuse them is disloyalty to

our Saviour-King. This is the judicial

curse that rests upon the Church of Borne

for rejecting and corrupting the simple

gospel of God, as the Pharisees did. The

same curse rests upon the corrupt forms

of Greek Christianity. They are bound

hand and foot and cast into outer dark-

ness, the narrow, unlighted street of an

Eastern city, and under the displeasure

and wrath of their offended King. And

this same curse rests iipon the Reformed

churches, whose trend is Romeward, and

whose “higher critics” repeat Rome’s

crime of taking away the Word of God

from the people. But Christ’s children

who wear the wedding garment, the badge

of their separation from the world and

their loyalty to and sympathy with the Re-

deemer, and who go to the ends of the

earth with the invitation to the gospel

feast, persuading men of all kindreds and

tongues and nations to come and be saved,

are the called and chosen and faithful.

J. M. Foster.

Boston, Mass.

JOHN KNOX.

SKETCH OF HIS LIFE.

(Continued from page Q4.)

KNOX IN ENOLAND DURINO THE REION OF
KINO EDWARD VI.

So shy is he of speech on the subject of

his imprisonment that he has not in-

formed us how it came to an end. But in

February, 1549, he was in England, and

all the prisoners had also been set free. At

that date King Edward VI. had already

been on the throne of England for two

years. Under his godly reign, in striking

contrast to the reign of his father, the

work of reformation was going on apace.

At the head of ecclesiastical affairs was

Cranmer, whose views for that time were

broad and statesmanlike. Men of talent

of the refined cult from all parts of the

world were welcomed by the Archbishop,

and he was only too glad to secure for the

pulpit a preacher of the caliber of Knox
from the Scottish church.

Accordingly Knox found immediate

employment; and he continued in the ser-

vice of the Church of England for the

next five years. No question about his

orders was ever raised
;
his ability to do

the work was the only qualification needed

and he had that to a marked degree. He
preached for several years in Berwick,

Newcastle and in London with great ap-

plause. His fame at last reached the ears

of King Edward VI., who offered him a

bishopric, which he rejected as contrary

to his principles.

During his stay in England he was

called before the council, and required to

answer the following questions:

First
—“Why he refused the benefice

provided for him in London?”

Second—“Whether he thought that no

Christian might serve in the ecclesiastical

ministration according to the rights and

laws of the realm of England, and whether

kneeling at the Lord’s table was not in-

different ?”

The answers are significant, as they

show the trend of things on these points

in the mind of Knox. “To the first he an-

swered that he could be of more use else-

Avhere than in London; to the second, that

many things were worthy of reformation

in the ministry of England, without the

reformation whereof no minister did dis-

charge or could discharge his conscience

before God, for no minister in England

had authority to divide the lepers from

the sound, though this was a chief point

of his office
;
yet did he not refuse such

office as might appear to promote God’s

glory in utterance of Christ’s Gospel in
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a mean degree, where more he might edify

by preaching the true Word than hinder

by sufferance of manifest iniquity, seeing

that reformation of manners did not ap-

pertain to all ministers. To the third, he

answered that Christ’s action in itself was

most perfect, and Christ’s action was done

without kneeling; that kneeling was

man’s addition or imagination; that he

was most sure to follow the example of

Christ, whose action was done sitting and

not kneeling.”

After long reasoning he was desired to

take the matter into further consideration

and so was dismissed. Concerning King

Edward VI., Knox said : “We had a king

of so godly disposition toward virtue and

the truth of God, that none from the be-

ginning passed him, and to my knowledge

none of his years did ever match him.”

In July, 1553, tiffs precocious but delicate

monarch sank into the grave, and the fol-

lowing month his sister Mary came to the

throne. This meant Roman Catholic re-

action and cruelty. Knox stayed in Eng-

land as long as he dared and he went out

of the country only with compunction.

KNOX ON THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE.

At length, persuaded by his friends, in

March, 1554, he found himself at Dieppe,

facing a new period of exile, this time on

the Continent, which was to last as

long as the reign of the queen. He had

no place to go to, and in spite of

his incessant labors in the service of

the Church of England, he was so poor

that he was under the necessity of appeal-

ing almost immediately to private friends

in England for the means. After some

uncertain movements from place to place

he arrived in Geneva, where he had the

privilege of forming the acquaintance of

the great reformer and religious thinker,

John Calvin, then near the height of his

(To he c

Boston, Mass.

influence. By his advice Knox accepted

an invitation to become the pastor, or

rather one of three pastors, of the English

congregation at Frankfort-on-the-Main.

While in that city he wrote his “Admoni-

tion to England,” and was soon involved

in troubles because he opposed the Eng-

lish liturgy and refused to communicate

after the manner enjoined. Knox’s ene-

mies in Frankfort in a most unfair man-

ner got him discharged from preaching

and in addition they preferred charges of

treason against him before the magis-

trates. Whereupon Knox was kindly asked

to leave the city. He returned to Geneva

and with him went those who had been

on his side in the controversy. By these

was formed at Geneva a refugee congre-

gation, which grew till it numbered over

two hundred members. Of this body

Knox became pastor or rather one of the

pastors, for he had associated with him

Christopher Goodman, who was to be

closely associated with him when he

should return to his own country of Scot-

land.

While at Geneva, Knox wrote an ad-

monition to London, Newcastle and Ber-

wick; a letter to Mary of Guise, Dowager

of Scotland
; an appeal to the nobility

;
an

admonition to the Commons of his country

;

his First Blast of the Trumpet Against

the Monstrous Regiment of Women, and

other works. He intended to have blown

this trumpet three times, if the death of

Mary, the Queen Regent, had not pre-

vented him. This was at the time a very

unwise message, and during the reign of

Queen Elizabeth in England was used to

keep Knox from ever being admitted at

court. Knox was opposed to the rule of

women anywhere and everywhere, espe-

cially in civil matters.

tinned
.

)

Samuel McNaugiier.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
Rev. J. Boggs Dodds left New York

July 31, 1906, for Naples, on the way to

Syria, where he has vohmteered to labor,

if the Lord will, for two years. Ilis wife

and family, as already announced to the

Church, will remain in this country.

The services of a missionary teacher are

needed at once in Tak Hing Chau, China.

Mrs Wright should be relieved of the

burden that she voluntarily assumed on

the unexpected death of Miss Jennie B.

Torrence, and lias so cheerfully borne

since that time. A teacher should be in

the field before the close of this year. No
one can read the letters that come regular-

ly from China without being impressed

with the importance of the work and the

promise of large success it holds out to

faithful service.

Two teachers are also required for the

Syrian Mission, and surely there are not

wanting in the Covenanter Church suc-

cessors to the women who ministered to

our Lord while He was on the earth and

began the great work of evangelism that

His true followers are expected to carry

forward and complete.

The rings, that the late Miss Jennie B.

Torrence entrusted to the Secretary of the

X Z'

Foreign -Board, to he disposed of for the

benefit of the school work at Tak Hing

Chau, are still in his possession. He has

been asked to fix a price for these rings,

but for the present he prefers to receive

offers. How much will you give to the

Mission for any one of them or for the set?

The fact that they are the gift of one

whose life was devoted to the missionary

enterprise, not their intrinsic value, should

determine the amount of the contribution.

The Study of Missions Series. Paper,

30 cents. Cloth, 50 cents each. Address

The Macmillan Co., 64-66 Fifth Ave.,

New York.

Within recent years there has grown up

among those interested in the evangeliza-

tion of the world a strong desire for more

complete information in regard to the

missionary efforts of the Church. Under

the inspiration of the Ecumenical Confer-

ence of Missions held in New York in

1900, the Women’s Missionary Boards in

the United States and Canada resolved to

unite in the publication of a course of

studies. Their Central Committee has al-

ready issued six volumes that are admir-

ably adapted to meet the demand for thor-

ough instruction

:

Via Christi, which is introductory, and

tells the story of Missions from the time

of Paul to that of Carey in the nineteenth

century

;

Lux Christi, which treats of India, giv-

ing in broad and suggestive outlines an

account of its institutions, the social life

of the people, and the Missions in that

historic land

;

Rex Christ us, in which a missionary

of wide experience and in full sympathy

with his subject, fastens attention on

the evangelistic claims and prospects

of China; i

Dux Christus, in which a leading
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authority on Japan describes in vivid

terms the progress of Christianity in the

“Sunrise Kingdom”

;

Christus Liberator, which takes the

reader to Africa, telling what has been

done for the enlightenment of the “dark

continent,” and indicating the power of

the gospel to emancipate its oppressed

tribes from their servitude to sin
;
and

Christus Redemptor, in which an ac-

complished guide conducts its readers

through the “island world of the Pacific,”

relating on the way incidents of heroism

in missionary life and marvelous illustra-

tions of the gospel as the power of God

unto the salvation of every one that be-

lieveth.

Written by different authors and from

different viewpoints, these volumes are

necessarily of unequal value, but every one

of them is good, and in our judgment they

are the best six text-books for the study

of foreign missions now published. We
heartily commend this course of study to

the Reformed Presbyterian Church. Every

minister who wishes to have a congrega-

tion well informed as to what has been

accomplished and is being done for the

evangelization of the world, should urge

the people under his pastoral charge, and

especially the young, to procure this set of

books, and, if necessary, put it into their

hands at his own expense. He will be

amply repaid. And we venture to suggest

to those who are just forming classes for

the study of missions, to begin with the

“island world of the Pacific.” The story

is so romantic and fascinating that it will

hold the attention of the young from the

beginning to the end, and create in them

a desire for the information that the other

volumes furnish.

Students and the Modern Missionary

Crusade. Price $1.50, postpaid.

This is a full report of the addresses

delivered at the Fifth International Con-

vention of the Student Volunteer Move-

ment for Foreign Missions, held at Nash-

ville, Tenn., February and March, 1906.

A subscriber for this volume, it came

into our hands soon after its publication,

and we are in a position to say that the

addresses and papers which it contains

are most instructive and stimulating. To

those who wish to know the present con-

dition of missionary work, the methods

that are being followed that the world

may be brought to Christ, and what has

vet to be accomplished before all nations

shall recognize His mediatorial Kingship,

it is worth many times its cost. Write to

Student Volunteer Movement, 3 West

Twenty-ninth Street, New York.

%
Christian Missions and Social Progress.

By Rev. Janies S. Dennis, D.D. Vol. 3.

Price $2.50 net. The Fleming H. Revell

Co., New York and Chicago.

This volume closes a thorough discus-

sion of the social value of foreign missions.

Clear, accurate and conclusive, it presents

the subject in a most attractive style and

with a wealth of illustration that at once

arrests attention and compels conviction.

This and the two previous volumes ought

to be within reach of the students of

Geneva College at Beaver Falls, Pa., and

of the Theological Seminary in Alle-

gheny, and it should be found among every

collection of National Reform literature.

No one could better serve the cause of

Christ, at a comparatively small outlay

of money, than by placing them in these

libraries, and ordering a set to be mailed

to each minister of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church. And we wish for the book

a circulation far beyond the narrow limits

of the denomination that Olive Trees

represents. It should be read everywhere.
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1Vl rXC”V,>' VV 1 ^ ^ FOR SPECTACLES
21 West 42(1 Street, New York Telephone, 2533 Bryant

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY, BOOK
OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CONFESSION
OF FAITH, GLASGOW’S HISTORY OF THE CHURCH,
LIFE DR. J. R. W. SLOANE, TALES OF COVENANTERS,
POETS and POETRY, HOMES and HAUNTS, ROMAN-
ISM ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

— I WRITE EOR PRICES


